The End of an 
Era at 
Fishbourne 


After 28 years of dedicated service to 
Fishbourne Roman Palace and all that 
it stands for, we finally said goodbye to 
David Rudkin, who left us on the 28th 
March and embarked upon a well- 
earned retirement. 


David's immense contribution to life at the Palace, 
as well as to the field of Roman archaeology, can 
hardly be overstated. He championed education 
and it is thanks to him that we have three 
classrooms on site and host workshops for more 
than 30,000 schoolchildren every year. David was 
also the co-director of the series of excavations to 
the east of the Palace in the late 1990s, the impact 
of which has been felt across the academic world. 
More recently, David spearheaded the campaign 
for the construction of the Collections Discovery 
Centre: an achievement of which he has every 
right to be extremely proud. 


It goes without saying that David will be missed 
by all of the staff here at Fishbourne (although in 
recent weeks he has reappeared in the guise of a 
volunteer! ). His kindness and vision have left their 
mark on almost everyone who has worked under 
him. 
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David Rudkin retires after 28 years of service to 
Fishbourne 


Reminder! 


In the last Friends of Fishbourne 
newsletter, we reluctantly announced that 
Friends annual subscription rates were to 
rise to £18.50 for individual membership 
and £37 for families (all other rates remain 
unchanged). Could you please bear this in 
mind when renewing your membership? If 
you pay by standing order could you 
please contact your bank and ask them to 
change the amount of the standing order 
accordingly? 


David's replacement, Christine Medlock, is certainly going to have extremely large shoes to fill. Christine 
started work here on the 17th March and already her enthusiasm and talents are plain to see. It is perhaps 
premature (and rather unfair!) to comment on Christine's earliest achievements, but this is the perfect 
opportunity for her to introduce herself to you and to share her vision and plans with you. 


Fishbourne Roman Palace opening times 


Now until July 31st: open daily, 10am-5pm 
August 1st - August 31st: open daily, 10am-6pm 


September 1st - October 31st: open daily, 10am-5pm 
November 1st - 15th December: open daily, 10am-4pm 


Contact 


Fishbourne Roman Palace 
Salthill Road 

Fishbourne 

West Sussex 

PO19 3QR 


Tel: 01243 785859 


www.sussexpast.co.uk 


New approaches to an old treasure 
The vision of the new Director 


Since taking up the post of Director I have been extremely busy learning about managing a site of 
international importance. Fishbourne Roman Palace represents the opportunity for 70,000 visitors to 
view the most extraordinary mosaics, some of which are of the highest quality yet found from the Ist 
century AD. 


The need to be both retrospective and to create a plan for the future has driven my first few weeks in 
charge. The 40th anniversary of the North Wing cover building to the general public has put to test my 
organisational skills; a '60s themed event, which has taken the collective, creative imagination of the staff 
to extremes at times, has contrived to compete for my time to devise new ways to present the Fishbourne 
heritage to a new generation. Our past is our future and it is crucial that we understand and deliver to the 
visiting public of the 21st century if we are to secure the continued success of the Sussex Archaeological 
Society and thereby Fishbourne Roman Palace. 


Fishbourne represents many things to many people. Visiting academics have access to the rich source of 
objects in our care and, housed in the Collections Discovery Centre, the research facility enables students 
of all ages to study artefacts along with the corpus of source documentation in a comfortable and state-of- 
the-art environment. The general public, some of whom have little knowledge of Roman Britain are 
supported on their visit with quality tours by our guides in the North Wing and our volunteers assist us in 
providing the added value of a 'behind the scenes tour’. As many of you know this 'behind the scenes 
tour' includes an interactive archaeological handling session which, for many, becomes the highlight of 
their visit. 


I have become aware of the enormous level of commitment given by the staff and volunteers and I also 
know that some of you who are Friends are also volunteers. I want to learn about what you believe needs 
attention, whether that is in our overall objectives or in the minutiae of daily operations. Your 
motivations are important so I do hope that in the coming months we can learn about these expectations, 
meet them and if possible exceed them. 


I am looking forward to welcoming you at our Friends event in late summer which will offer you all the 
chance to meet in a relaxed environment and learn of the new ideas that are currently being formulated to 
build on Fishbourne's success. We know that your interests are wide and varied, albeit centred on 
Fishbourne, and because of this we aim to offer you a variety of activities during the day so you can 'dip 
in and out' at your leisure. 


I have become aware that on arrival our visitors do not get the best of impressions. This is because the 
grey austerity of the concrete, tarmacadum and brick surroundings belie the fact that a treasure lies 
within. The best way of lessening the impact of this hard landscape is to create a planting scheme to mask 
its severity and provide a welcome entrance to the Palace. I hope that the Friends of Fishbourne will be 
willing to help fund the purchase of some plants to achieve this and I welcome any thoughts you might 
have on this. If any of you are experienced gardeners and would like to participate in the planting then 
please let me or Rob know. 


Following on with this theme I want to focus on the garden, with talks 
and events aimed with the garden lover in mind. The Palace formal 
gardens are our treasure and through partnerships with local businesses 
and other major attractions I hope we can develop a new strand to our 
heritage tourism business. 


I am immensely proud to have been selected as caretaker if Fishbourne 
Roman Palace and I look forward to many happy years during which I 
can work toward the preservation and greater articulation of this 


wonderful site. Christine Medlock, the new Director 


Friends Events 


In the last newsletter, we canvassed your 
opinions about Friends special events. The 
suggestions that you sent in were many and 
various, but there are one or two themes 
that are common to most of your responses. 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, weekend and 
evenings were the most popular times for 
events and there was a clear desire for 
lectures and talks, perhaps incorporating an 
informal reception, as well as a desire to 
learn more about what goes on behind the 
scenes here at Fishbourne. 


In response to this we are planning a 
"Friends Day" which will incorporate behind 
the scenes tours, talks and perhaps a glass 
of wine. The day will be an informal one, 
and will hopefully give us all a chance to 
meet one another. 


At the moment, we hope to run the day in 
late summer and will be in touch with all of 
you just as soon as we have a confirmed 
date and programme. 


Unfortunate Goings-On... 


Many of you may have heard in the local 
press that we were the victim of a number of 
thefts from the Collections Discovery Centre 
over the last year or so. It is sad to say the 
least that this happened, especially as the 
ethos of the CDC is to make our collections 
as accessible to the public as possible, and 
this access has had to be curtailed. 


Among the objects taken were a number of 
complete medieval and Roman vessels, from 
the Chichester District Museum collection, as 
well as several coins and a section of 
decorated stucco from the Fishbourne 
collection. Some of the objects have since 
been returned, but this makes the episode no 
less unpalatable or unpleasant. 


We are particularly grateful to our staff and 
volunteers who have been so understanding 
and coped with the necessary increased 
security measures so very well. We are well 
on our way to getting back to normal, with a 
number of improvements to our practices that 
will ensure the security of our artefacts for 


future generations. 


Even More Mosaics 


Throughout March, Fishbourne Roman Palace 
played host to 13 stunning new mosaics. In collaboration with 
Chichester District Council and the Municipality of Ravenna, 
Chichester's Italian twin town, we were privileged to be able to 
put on the Pavimenta exhibition. 


Covering nearly 1000 years of history, Pavimenta provided 
visitors a glimpse of the huge range of mosaic types, from floors 
made from tamped irregular stones to the better-known mosaics 
of thousands of individually cut stone tesserae. Designs included 
the geometric, abstract and figurative. 


Opus scutulatum mosaic made from 
irregular stones on a white background 


Of course, the panels on display were modern reproductions 
(albeit extremely skilfully made) of actual floors from the 
*%= Mediterranean basin. The exhibition was most enlightening, 
reminding the visitor that, while the modern perception of 
mosaics being works of art - often to be hung on a wall instead 
the works in the exhibition were primarily functional, being 
intended to be walked on and viewed at close quarters by those 
walking on them. 


2g ere eects & It is easy, surrounded by the Fishbourne mosaics, to forget that 
the art form extends far beyond what can be seen at the Palace. 


Pavimenta was a fascinating and welcome reminder that the art 
of the mosaicist is as varied as that of the painter or sculptor. 


Asaroton floor mosaic, representing 
leftovers after a banquet on an unswept 


floor 


Collections 
Update 


Work on the Fishbourne collections will 
never truly finish, but progress in the 
last six months has been good. One of 
the main tasks over the last couple of 
years has been to reorganize the 
collection so that the artefacts are 
arranged according to where they were 
found. Once completed, this will enable 
researchers to access material quickly 
from a single or group of locations. 


Goodbye and Hello 


It is with great sadness that we have to 
announce the demise of Betty, our 
conservator Eveline's legendary bike. Betty 
died on the 19th of February of an internal 
fault of her rear wheel, aged 10. She will be 


sadly missed. 


We are delighted to welcome to Fishbourne, 
Maggie, Eveline's new bike. Maggie is a 
Dutch asylum seeker. She was awarded 
British citizenship on the 20th February. 


One hurdle to this target has recently been overcome: the outsized objects, too large to be stored in a 
standard box, has finally been correctly ordered. These artefacts are generally very large and awkward and 
the physical task of moving them into the correct order was one not to be undertaken lightly. However, 
thanks to the help of Dan Bristow, a student from Bournemouth University on work placement at 
Fishbourne, this task is now complete. Dan is yet to produce labels for this part of the collection, but this 
is a modest task and will soon be completed. So, thanks to Dan for making this part of the collection fully 
accessible for future research and exhibition. 


I am ever aware of the need for the Palace to meet the recognised national museum standards. This means 
that periodically we must demonstrate to the Museums Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) that we 
meet certain criteria defined by them and intended to ensure that our collections are as safe and accessible 
as possible. Fishbourne is due to undergo this process (known as accreditation) in the next few months. 
This means that, with the help of the rest of the team, I am starting to piece together the documents 
required by the MLA. Much of this paperwork already exists in some form, but much must be written 
from scratch. I expect that the final application will be about 200 pages long! 


This is a great chance for us to make sure that our policies and activities exceed required standards and so, 
despite the work involved, I am a great supporter of the scheme. I'm glad it is not an annual requirement 
though! 


9th July 2008 31st July and 2nd, 7th, 14th, 
Dates Uindusy Dawe 21st & 28th August 2008 
for Author of the Falco novels Fun Time Thursdays 


Crafty things to make and do 
your 
P 10th July 2008 20th & 21st September 2008 
Diary Duo Durado Ermine Street Guard 
Baroque music Weekend 


Roman soldiers and cavalry display 


11th July 2008 27th-31st October 


Treasure Island Roman Army Week 
Open air theatre with Join the Roman army for a day 
Quantum Theatre Company 


